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Whether it's typewriters or the mighty engines of
an aircraft carrier, the absence of even one small
bolt, screw or part could mean the difference be-
tween operating effectively or as the saying goes,
"sitting dead in the water."

While in port, any broken machinery on the ships
can be sent to base repair shops. But what happens
when the ships are miles from shore?

"Like other ships, the USS Coral Sea has machine
repairmen who have the skills and on board equip-
ment to keep machinery running smoothly," stated
Petty Officer 2nd Class Thomas Falk, a machine re-
pairman (MR).

"Every division on this ship will at one time or
another have to work through this shop. It may be
nothing more than engraving name tags or repair-
ing a cook's donut flipper. However, it could also be
something as major as repairing the ship's main en-
gine components," Falk said.

Pettv Officer 3rd Class Thomas Walser uses a lathe to cut a hardened steel socket.
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